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The perfected state of speech leads to pure thoughts, ruach hakodesh (Divine
inspiration), and brings about an abundance of blessings. In this derasha, the

Bat Ayin will discuss the power of speech, the concepts of perfect speech and its
impact on our relationship with Hashem, and an unfamiliar characteristic of Eretz
Yisrael regarding this immense power. When the Jewish nation will achieve perfect
speech through speaking truthfully, ensuring that their outward speech represents
their inner thoughts, and living in Eretz Yisrael, they will they be able to receive

Hashem's abundant blessings and influence the entire world.
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"Balak the son of Tzipor saw everything that the Jewish people did to the
Emori nation and Moav was very afraid of the nation because they were

many..." (Bamidbar 22:2-3)
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This pasuk is seemingly difficult
to understand because the reason

stated in the beginning for why the
nation of Moav feared the Jewish people
is different than the reason given in
the end and vice versa. It begins by
stating that Balak was afraid when
he saw what the Jewish nation did
to the two powerful kings, Sichon
and Og. Yet, the pasuk concludes
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by telling us that he was afraid
because B'nei Yisrael was a large
nation. What difference should
there be whether the Jewish nation
was few or many? If they conquered
two powerful kings, it is fitting to be
afraid of them regardless of their size.

In the beginning, the pasuk tells
us that Moav feared the Jewish
people because they conquered the
neighboring countries of Sichon and
Og. Yet, the end of the pasuk tells us
that Moav feared the Jewish people
because they were more numerous.
Which is the accurate reason for
Moav's fear? Furthermore, even if the
primary reason for Moav's fear was
because the Jewish nation was more
numerous, should the fact that they
had defeated the mighty Sichon and
Og be a sufficient reason for concern?

The Bat Ayin begins his elucidation
with the following pasuk from Shir
HaShirim:
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We begin our explanation with

the pasuk (Shir HaShirim 8:8) "Our

sister is little and she does not have
breasts."

i pon
At first glance, we don’t know
the intention of this pasuk. Shir
HaShirim is a story about two lovers,
which is a parable for the relationship
between Hashem and the Jewish
people. Towards the end, this pasuk
speaks about a young sister who has
not yet reached physical maturity.
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It seems to me that this question can
be explained according to the pasuk
(Bereishit 2:4) yxm onyn niToin NN
ox7272 - "This is the story of heaven
and earth when they were created.”
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Chazal (Bereishit Rabbah 12:9)
explain, "Don’t read it as azx7am:
(when they were created), but
rather as amaxa , that the world
was created for Avraham. Chazal
sometimes see deeper layers of
meaning in a word when letters are
rearranged. In this case the second
letter 11 is switched with the last letter
X and the result is 0n17aX.The pasuk is
hinting to us that the story of heaven
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and earth (the world) was created for
Avraham.

The world was created with the holy
letters.
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For it is known that heaven and

earth were created with the twenty-

two letters of the Torah. As it states

(Tehillim 33:6) "With Hashem's
word the heavens were made."

The world was created with Torah:
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This is like that which is written
(Mishlei 8:30) in reference to the

Torah: "I was like a nursing baby
..." The Midrash (Bereishit Rabbah
1:1) says, "Don’t readit 1»x, nursling,
but rather readit as =y, a builder,"
because Hashem created the world
with the Torah.
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As the holy Zohar (vol.2 161a)

teaches, "Hakadosh Baruch Hu

created the world with Torah and
with Torah runs the world."
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This means the world was created
with the twenty-two letters of the
Torah that are categorized by the
five parts of the mouth because
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speech comes from the five parts of
the mouth: the throat, palate, tongue,
teeth, and lips.
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This is the meaning of the word
ax"2-72: With the twenty-two letters
of Torah, which come from the five
parts of the mouth, represented
by the letter n', Hashem created
the world. ox1a-na means that with
the letter 'n, which represents the five
parts of the mouth and the twenty-two
letters of the Torah, Hashem created
the world (oxn2).

The Bas Ayin clarified that Hashem
created the world with the power
of speech and, specifically, with the
twenty-two letters of the Torah. The
faculty of speech is clearly a special
power. In order to take full advantage
of the power of speech, one must keep
his mouth holy.
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It is essential to see to it that
one's speech and mouth are always
kept holy and never to profane, G-d
forbid, his mouth through eating
excessively, idle speech, and lying,
chas veshalom.

Improper speech is the source of
heartache and strife.

Yy (an-:Nn A'm) WiTR it KD

22 1Y OTRG Y0y Y2'(r 1 noip) pop

Y 0 XUT

This is like the Zohar (Zohar

Chadash 41b-42a) explains the

pasuk (Kohelet 6:7) "All of man's

toil is because of his mouth." This

means that all troubles which befall a

person are because he didn’t guard

his mouth. In contrast, the Bat Ayin

will teach later on that proper speech
is the origin of bounty and blessings.
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Speaking truthfully:
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This is the meaning of the pasuk
(Mishlei 12:19) "The language of
truth will be established forever;
the false tongue will be forever
subdued."

Thus far we have established that
in order to receive greater benefit
from our faculty of speech and merit
an abundance of Divine blessings, we
must sanctify our mouths and speech
through not eating excessively, not
engaging in idle chatter, and speaking
truthfully.

Truthful speech is primarily found in
Eretz Yisrael.
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It is known that the perfected
speechis lashon hakodesh, and it
exists specifically in Eretz Yisrael.
However, in chutz Ile'aretz, the

diaspora, false speech prevails.
Lashon Hakodesh in the present
context isn't referring to the holy
Hebrew language.
to the manner in which one speaks.
When one speaks with holiness, his
speech is perfected and is called
lashon hakodesh. This perfected form
of speech exists primarily in Eretz
Yisrael.

Rather, it refers
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Therefore, the pasuk states n»x now

7% o0, "The language of truth will

be established forever." (Mishlei

12:19) It doesn’t state nm», was

established, but rather on, will be

established. The language of truth
will be established in the future.

Perfect speech is in Eretz Yisrael
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This is because truthful speech will
only be truly achieved in the future
when we will be living in our land,
G-d willing. Then, speech will be
perfected with the attribute of
truth. Yet, this is not the case now
when we are in exile because here
in exile the language of falsehood
prevails.

The synagogues are holy like Eretz
Yisrael:
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This was the intention of our
sages when they said (Berachot 6a)
"A person's prayer is only heard
when he prays in a beit k'nesset."
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For it is known that the batei
k'nessiyot have the holiness of
Eretz Yisrael,as Chazal (Megilah
29a) say, "In the future, all batei
knessiyot will be transported and go
to Eretz Yisrael." This is because
they have the holiness of Eretz
Yisrael and, therefore, in the
future they will return to their
source and be transported to Eretz
Yisrael.
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This is the reason why one's
prayers in the Diaspora are only
heard when he prays in a beit
k'nesset. Due to the holiness of the
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synagogue his words are perfect just
like in Eretz Yisrael.

The Bat Ayin defines perfected
speech:
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Nevertheless, even in Eretz Yisrael

or a beit k'nesset, it is essential that

one not separate his speech, mouth,

and thoughts from holiness. For

theprimary perfection of manis that

his mind should be continuously
connected to Hashem.

Just as his thoughts should be holy,
so must be his speech:
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This is as the pasuk (Bereishit 2:7)
states, "And man became a living
soul." Onkelos translates it as" and
man became a speaking spirit"(m

xv9»2). One's thoughts should be with
Hashem and this will be reflected in his
speech when he speaks with truth and
holiness.
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This is the meaning of lashon
hakodesh, to speak the truth and
never speak falsely. One should
never, chas veshalom, utter the
twenty-two letters of the aleph bet
outside the context of kedushah.

An indication that speech must be
truthful:
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The letters of nnx (which spells the
word truth) represent the twenty-
two letters of the aleph bet since
these letters appear in the beginning,
middle, and end. X is the first letter of
the alef bet. n' is the middle letter, and
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n' is the last letter. Since the letters of
the word truth appear in the beginning,
middle, and end of the aleph bet, we
can observe the importance of using
our language to speak truthfully.

One should be afraid to speak without
holiness.
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This is the meaning of the pasuk
(Yirmiyahu 5:22) wxn XY *mxn. This
implies that one should be afraid
of the holy nrmx, letters, not to
separate them, chas veshalom,
from the attribute of holiness. The
pasuk literally means "will you not fear
me?" The word for "me" is "MK, which
is the same root letters as the word for

letter - mx. Therefore, the pasuk can
be read as saying "will you not fear my
letters?" In other words, one should be
cautious not to separate the letters of
the holy language from the attribute of
holiness due to speaking in an unholy
manner.
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This is the attribute of ruach
hakodesh. When one is cautious
with his speech and he refrains from
speaking falsehoods, the outcome is
ruach hakodesh - Divine inspiration
and insight.

An indication that speaking truthfully
leads to ruach hakodesh:
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Therefore, we request from
Hashem (Tehillim 51:13) n>5wn 5%
P3990, "Don’t cast me away from
You." The rashei tevot, first letters
of these words, spell X - truth.
The pasuk continues npn Y% quIp MM
1N, "Don’t take your holy spirit
away from me."The rashei tevot of
the words 1 npn X also spell nnx,
truth. Thus the rashei tevot of the first
three words and of the last three words
spell mnX. In between both phrases are
the words qwTp M1 (your holy spirit).
This implies that with truth one
can acquire ruach hakodesh.

Another indication that truth results
with ruach hakodesh.
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We also pray nnxa J7avh nad 9nw,
"Purify our hearts to serve You with
truth." 1770 (purify) is the gematria

of M1 (spirit) and hints to our
lesson that by speaking the truth,
one attains ruach hakodeshas a
"speaking spirit,"x%>nn . Since
the word amv equals m, the pasuk is
teaching us that one who achieves
purity through truth will also acquire
ruach hakodesh.

These concepts are associated with
the patriarchs, the Avot: Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov.
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This is the attribute of the holy
forefathers. (See Bat Ayin on Parashat
Toldot, where it is also explained that
the avot represented the concept of
truth.)
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It is known (Zohar volume I 25b)
that the letter v' represents the
avot because the v' has three heads,
which symbolize the three fathers.

The names of the avot demonstrate



Y

by T w72 n7R3 2 KIT OFIAN

MRDY ONYRwn oY Xw TIY oY

027 1R W ORY (v a» mwxiy) 2027

2P0 DYyRwnn DI (ivin oonm
Pirn?

o5

na ’

™I W DIRY > ok YIT?
PWRI nonT W 'niax npma?
WA IR nn Yy
YWop w2 7RI W XA
W 'm ,wra nrxa 7RI

NN

™7
e
POy

JNIAR I NPRILRIPRT POIY NHN’W 0w pPmra Y

YN TY RITVD’A MARN YW N0 :RIRT D”NY RIRINWID (D’7°IRNY) NN vIpY PPy 7

2’7V WA N"R12"PN

TV PR RT HV1,10 772270 NIPR HO91 PRAN 11PR 929 21 7 TWORN R AN NPTy 0

JRNN N2 RNTN RPOONT 1722

that when one has attained holy,
truthful speech and ruach hakodesh,
bounty will come down to the Jewish
nation.
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The letter 1' of 1py’ corresponds

tothe letter v' in the w"1 n"X system

of gematria. The letter p' of pny

represents 7' in v"1 n"X. The »n' of

D7ax is ' in w"a n"x, alluding to

Hashem's name *"7v. (See glossary for

the derivation process of w"1 n"x). The

names of the avot therefore represent
Hashem's name >"7w.

Two indications that >’ represents
bounty and abundant blessing:
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v is Hashem's name for bounty,
as it states (Bereishit 43:14) v 5
onny 0% 3, "G-d °"w will give you

compassion..." Furthermore,"7v is
similar to the word 07w, breasts,
which gives milk to an infant.
This represents the providing of
goodness and kindness that occurs
when the attribute of perfected speech

symbolized by the avot is acquired.

The Bat Ayin returns to the pasuk
cited towards the beginning of this
section.
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This is the explanation of the
pasuk mup w» mnx (we have a little
sister, etc.) quoted at the beginning.
This means that now, while in this
bitter exile, our connection with
the Creator is miniscule. mnx refers
to connection and attachment.
This attachment with Hashem is mup,
small, because falsehood prevails.
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Therefore, 75 PX T1w"," (she has
not developed breasts) means that we
are not able to draw abundance of
blessings upon ourselves.
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However, G-d willing, when we
will merit being in our land in Eretz
Yisrael, speech will be perfected in
lashon hakodesh.
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At that time, when we live in Eretz
Yisrael with perfected speech, there
will also be the attribute of o»w
(representing abundant blessings),
overflow of blessing, and holy speech
because we will have attained the

attribute of the avot.
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Therefore, 07w (which represents
abundant Divine blessing as a result
of holy speech) is the gematriaof the
letter shin because v' alludes to the

three avot, as we explained.

Returning to the opening question:
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It is known that the lands of
Sichon and Og are on the other side
of Yarden Yericho. Prior to entering
Eretz Yisrael, the Jewish nation was
attacked by the kings Sichon and Og
and their kingdoms. The Jewish people
miraculously defeated Sichon and Og,
resulting in the capture of their lands
to the east of the Jordan River and
Yericho.
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As the moon reflects the light of the
sun, speech should reflect the truth in
one's mind.
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The name Yericho (n7) comes
from the word n7 (moon). The moon
represents speech, for the moon
doesn’t have its own light (Zohar
Chadash 181a). It only reflects
the light of the sun that shines
onto it. Similarly, one's speech
should be connected to and reflect
his thoughts.
be separate from one's thoughts,
as mentioned above.

Speech shouldn’t

One's speech

should reflect what is in his heart.
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When the Jewish people came to
the lands of Sichon and Og, the
holy light of Eretz Yisrael began
to shine on them and their speech

began to become perfected.
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This is because lashon hakadosh

is primarily in the Holy Land.

And with this holy speech, they can

conquer and rule over the entire
world.

SXTW WY WK 92 NX Py3 XY



* Y

nYBWD oy MW 1337 L0 X7I0D7
1T VY LWTipD 1Y wTipn o
073 902 vibwYy  wiadh  avow
71207 QW3 .0irIen R MWD A1 °1em
Rioky Wiyl talo Bl oLirint BN ob Ly i B b )
Ji%Y O 12 AR LRIT N2 XIIATY

o5

na

nrna pny PV oWy iy 7in
.0%iv7 92 nx wiadh v ,ma0Ta
IRRY DPR THID AL VYW WD)
9y 1% T YRR nhrna wva
TRP OY7 °1BH 2RI WY N 970
X7 21 nro2a wva o UXIm 23 %D

DWW AW 1ITD YN W2W 1M 0K

NN Wiads Yo M nna e’ 1oy
.0y vs

This is the meaning of the pasuk,
"Balak saw everything that the
Jewish nation did to the Emori
nation." This means that Balak saw
that they conquered the lands
of Sichon and Og close to Eretz
Yisrael, where they can perfect
their speech and, as a result, can
conquer the entire world. Balak was
afraid because he saw that the Jewish
nation was becoming powerful due to
the influence of the holiness of nearby

Eretz Yisrael.
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Perhaps the word XY (to the

Emori nation) alludes to speech,

which the Jewish nation perfected

when they came to the lands of Sichon

and Og. This is because the root letters

of the name NN are the same as the
expression "to speak" - TnN.

The answer to our opening question:
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This is the meaning of the pasuk
"Moav was afraid of the nation
because it was numerous."The
expression "because it was numerous"
in Hebrew is xi117". X0 113 is the
gematriya of mn. This implies that
they had ruach hakodesh and
lashon hakadosh with which they
would be able to conquer and rule
over the entire world. This is the
reason that Moav was afraid. The
two fears stated in the pasuk are now
one and the same. Balak was afraid of
the Jewish nation after they conquered
the lands of Sichon and Og because
their speech was becoming perfected.
He was afraid of the Jewish nation
because N1 11, which is the gematriya
of mM, ruach hakodesh, the result of
perfected speech. The term N 19, is
not only meant to be understood as
"numerous," but rather as teaching us
that the Jewish nation acquired ruach
hakodesh through their achieving
prefect speech. As a result of their
perfected of speech, the Jewish nation
defeated the mighty kings Sichon and
Og would be able to conquer and rule

over the entire world.
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May Hashem help us to merit He. Amen, so shall be His will.
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Summary: The Bat Ayin seeks to understand why the Torah informs
us that the nation of Moav feared the Jewish people because the
defeated the mighty Kings Sichon and Og and also because they were
numerous. Which was the primary reason for the fear of Moav?

In his analysis of this question, the Bat Ayin explains that the faculty
of speech is very holy and powerful because it was with speech (the
twenty-two letters of the Torah) that Hashem created the world.
When a person sanctifies his mouth and speech by not eating extra
foods, avoiding idle talk, and by always speaking truthfull, he can
achieve "lashon hakodosh" (literally holy language) and ruach hakodesh
(Divine inspiration and assistance), along with an abundance of Divine
blessing.

Living in Eretz Yisrael is auspicious for attaining this level of lashon
hakodesh. When the Jewish people approach the border of Eretz
Yisrael, which is close to the land of Moayv, they began to receive the
influence of Eretz Yisrael and perfect their language to achieve lashon
hakodesh. As a result, they acquired special Divine assistance and
power, which enabled them to defeat Sichon and Og, as well as to
conquer the entire world. The Jewish people's attainment of perfect
language is hinted to in the expressions »inxy and xi7 17 3. Therefore,
because the B'nei Yisrael perfected their language, were empowered
through their lashon hakodesh and ruach hakodesh, and defeated the
mighty kings, Moav feared them.

Practical lessons that we can learn from this derasha include the
importance of not eating excessively, not engaging in idle talk, and
speaking truthfully. Each of these can enable us to achieve lashon
hakodesh, ruach hakodesh, and Hashem's blessings. Furthermore,
the Bat Ayin emphasizes a special characteristic of Eretz Yisrael,
which is that being in its holy land is auspicious for developing
the perfection of language described above. While outside
of Eretz Yisrael and during the time that the Jewish people is in
exile, one is inhibited from achieving the perfection of language
described as lashon hakodesh and, therefore, unable to receive the
abundance of Hashem's blessings. In contrast, when the Jewish
people return to Eretz Yisrael and achieve lashon hakodesh, they
will be able to receive the bounty of Divine blessings represented
by Hashem's name >"vw and which are alluded to in the pasuk
from Shir HaShirim quoted in the beginning of the derashsa.
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